Volume 5, Number 2, 2025

Research in Teacher Education Curriculum Studies 6

(o)

ISSN (Online): 2980-7948
dlr;/’/aw’

Islamic Religious Learning through New Media from the Lived Experiences
of Student-Teachers: Implications for Reconsidering the Teacher Education

Curriculum

Behrugz, zeinali ® t*

! Assistant Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran.

ABSTRACT

Keywords:
Meaningful learning,
Islamic education,
New media,

Lived experience,
Virtual learning,
Teacher education
curriculum

.Corresponding author

=
behruzzeinali@gmail.com

Background and Objectives: In recent years, the rise of digital education has
significantly transformed the ways Islamic education is delivered and experienced.
The increasing use of new media platforms in instructional processes has raised
questions among student teachers regarding the quality, meaning, and effectiveness
of religious learning in such environments. This study aimed to explore the lived
experiences of student teachers regarding learning Islamic teachings through
digital platforms and to identify the key factors shaping religious understanding in
this context. Methods: This qualitative study employed a phenomenological
approach. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with ten student
teachers from Farhangian University. Thematic analysis was used to interpret the
data. Findings: The analysis revealed three primary themes: emotional
disconnection from formal classrooms, reliance on informal digital resources, and
the creation of meaning through personal and reflective learning. Conclusion: The
findings underscore the need to revise the Islamic education curriculum, taking into
account the learning patterns of the media generation and integrating the potential
of virtual environments with the goals of religious education. Challenges such as
the lack of instructor presence and the absence of a coherent content framework
were also observed throughout the learning process.
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